Confirmed abuse cases in public residential facilities for persons with mental retardation: a multi-state study.
Data regarding cases of confirmed abuse or neglect in large state-operated facilities in 6 states were collected and analyzed. Neglect and physical abuse were the most common abuse types. Incidents occurred more frequently on the afternoon-early evening shift, particularly between 3 and 6 p.m., and more frequently in residential than in nonresidential areas. In-transit activities were found to be relatively risky. The major risk factors for victims were maladaptive behavior and previous abuse victimization. Staff perpetrators were more likely to be males, assigned to the afternoon shift, newer employees, and previous perpetrators. Abuse reporters tended to be newer employees, and the likelihood of reporting abuse was increased by recent related inservice. The findings should assist administrators in focusing abuse prevention efforts.